[Physiopathology of osteochondritis of the hip].
The author has investigated to know whether Perthes disease is a localised epiphyseal distrophy or a symptom of a general perturbance of chondral tissue. The complexity of the structure of the femoral head is recalled as well as the development of its vascularisation. Pathogenic factors are discussed. It is concluded that Perthe's disease is probably a localisation of a general disease.